
  

 

 

Hara Museum of Contemporary Art 
Press Release 2017/05/12 

 

Mika Ninagawa: The days were beautiful 
May 10 (Wednesday) – 19 (Friday), 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I woke up in the morning, the sky was incredibly blue and beautiful. 

I thought it would be a nice day to depart if we all had to. 

(Mika Ninagawa, excerpt from The days were beautiful: translation by Futaba Fujikawa) 

 

 

One might imagine the existence of landscapes that are perceivable only to people facing death their own or that of 

someone truly dear to them. People with such a sensitivity may look and suddenly see life glowing in the blue of 

the sky, in the budding leaves, in the scent of the wind, despite the constant sorrow and unease within them. Such 

was the sensitivity that lay behind the photographs that comprise The days were beautiful. 

 

The 60 photographs by Mika Ninagawa that make up this exhibition are a record of the days that preceded the 

death of her father the theater director Yukio Ninagawa. In her words, they were taken "with the eyes of a person 

destined to die." In each photograph, the gaze of the father who would be leaving this beautiful world is 

superimposed on the gaze of the daughter who would inherit it. But, like footsteps that continue beyond the STOP 

sign in one of the photographs, the father's connection with the daughter and with the children of his daughter 

continues even after the apparent end of life. These "beautiful days" of Mika and Yukio Ninagawa were captured 

during the year after the solo exhibition Mika Ninagawa: Self-image at the Hara Museum in 2015. "It is a mystery 

as to how I took them," she says about the photographs, so different are they from her previous work.  

 

The Hara Museum's history as a private home where life and death, happiness and sadness once coexisted makes it 

the ideal venue for the presentation of one of Ninagawa's most personal endeavors to date. You are invited to come 

experience this very special 10-day exhibition with your own eyes and heart. 
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Artist Biography 

Born in Tokyo, Japan, Mika Ninagawa is a recipient of many awards including the Grand Prize of the 7th 

Hitotsuboten, the Excellent Award of the 13th Canon New Cosmos of Photography Prize, the 9th Konica Photo 

Encouragement Award, the 26th Kimura Ihei Award and the Ohara Museum of Art Award (the 13th VOCA 2006 

Exhibition). To date, she has published about 100 books. She directed her first feature-length film SAKURAN, 

which opened in 2007. Critically acclaimed in Japan and abroad, the film was a special entry at the 57th Berlin 

International Film Festival and the 31st Hong Kong International Film Festival. The exhibition Mika Ninagawa: 

Earthly Flowers, Heavenly Colors (2008) was launched at the Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery and toured art 

museums throughout Japan, where it attracted some 180,000 visitors. In 2010, her photo book MIKA NINAGAWA 

was published by Rizzoli New York. Her second directorial effort, Helter Skelter, opened in 2012 and was awarded 

the Silver Kaneto Shindo Award 2012. In 2016, she held Mika Ninagawa at the MOCA Taipei in Taiwan, a major 

solo exhibition that broke the museum’s previous attendance record. In 2014, she was appointed executive board 

member of the Tokyo Organizing Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games of 2020.  

http://www.ninamika.com 

 

Exhibition Details 

Exhibition title: Mika Ninagawa: The days were beautiful 

Dates: May 10 (Wednesday) - 19 (Friday), 2017  

*The museum will be open every day during the exhibition's ten-day period. 

Venue/Organizer: Hara Museum of Contemporary Art  4-7-25 Kitashinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 140-0001 

Tel: 03-3445-0651 E-mail: info@haramuseum.or.jp  Website: http://www.haramuseum.or.jp  

Mobile site: http://mobile.haramuseum.or.jp  Blog: http://www.art-it.asia/u/HaraMuseum  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/haramuseum (in Japanese only / account name: @haramuseum) 

Cooperation provided by: Tomio Koyama Gallery, Lucky Star Co., Ltd. 

Additional cooperation provided by: Frame-man, FUJIFILM Imaging Systems Co., Ltd., Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 

Satoshi Machiguchi, TOKYO STUDIO CO., LTD., COEDOBREWERY, KEYS AND BRICKS, Yosamusume 

Brewery 

Hours: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm, Wednesday until 8:00 pm (last entry 30 minutes before closing) 

Admission: General 1,100 yen; Students 700 yen (high school and university) or 500 yen (elementary and junior 

high); Free for Hara Museum members, students through high school every Saturday during the school term; 100 

yen discount per person for groups of 20 or more 

Directions: 5 minutes by taxi or 15 minutes on foot from JR Shinagawa Station (Takanawa exit); or from the same 

station take the No.96 bus, get off at the first stop (Gotenyama), and walk 3 minutes 

Related event: Dialog: Mika Ninagawa x Kotaro Iizawa (photography critic) 

Date: May 14 (Sunday), 2017  11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Fee: General 900 yen + museum admission; Hara Museum member and up to two accompanying persons 500 yen 

each; free admission for students through middle school 

*Reservations accepted from April 20 (Thursday). 

*The talk will be given in Japanese only. 

 

 

 

 

-A guided tour (Japanese) will be given by the curator on May 14 from 2:30 pm (the tour lasts approximately 30 

minutes). 

-The photo book The days were beautiful will be published.  

Publisher: Kawade Shobo Shinsha  Price: 1,800 yen (tax excluded)  Size: A4, 80 pp, all color  

Release date: Beginning of May  

mailto:info@haramuseum.or.jp
http://www.haramuseum.or.jp/
http://mobile.haramuseum.or.jp/
http://www.art-it.asia/u/HaraMuseum
http://twitter.com/haramuseum


  

 

 

Images for Publication 

*Figure 1 is the main visual. This image should be used when only one visual is used. 

*Images should not be trimmed, altered or superimposed with text.  

*Photo credit for all images: ©mika ninagawa, Courtesy of Tomio Koyama Gallery 
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 Press Enquiries 

Contact: Junko Watanabe / Yasuko Kajita 

T. +81.3.3280.0679 

E. press@haramuseum.or.jp 
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